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VISITING PROFESSOR AT UM 
PROVES TO BE PROLIFIC AUTHOR
MISSOULA—
A 34-year-old visiting professor at the University of Montana, Missoula, is bothered 
by a rare dilemma--he can't separate work from pleasure.
Dr. Robert J. Kibler, visiting distinguished professor of speech communication has 
proved his capacity for work by producing two books, three monographs, 23 articles, four 
research reports and 17 professional papers in the past seven years.
Dr. Kibler said he is so enthused about his work in speech communications he has 
"difficulty carving out other interests to round out my life."
He came to UM for summer session from Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind., where he was 
an associate professor and associate director of the Communication Research Center. Dr.
Kibler, a native of Dayton, Ohio, will teach at Florida State University, Tallahassee, 
in the fall.
Dr. Kibler and an associate, Larry L. Barker, also from Purdue, have collaborated on 
many books and articles. Dr. Kibler said he was surprised to find behavorial objectives, 
a strategy they advocated in a recent book, taught on the freshman level at UM.
He said the speech communications program at the University of Montana is unique be­
cause it is oriented around the social sciences and not the arts or humanities, the speech 
programs are traditionally set up around the United States.
"The nature of communications," Dr. Kibler said, "is not just teaching rhetoric, but 
teaching interpersonal relationships and public communication. Many interpersonal relation 
ships rely on man's ability to communicate effectively."
The role of mass media in shaping man's thinking is examined in public communication, 
according to Dr. Kibler.
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Florida State University is also making great strides in speech communications, he
said.
Besides affording him an excellent academic environment, Dr. Kibler said, Tallahassee 
will provide his three grade-school children with a different type of education. They 
have never gone to school with Negroes.
In Tallahassee, youngsters are bussed to school as part of an integration program.
The Kiblers will be attending school with a cross section of black and white children.
Dr. Kibler said the city provides an opportunity for white children to communicate 
with their black peers. If the children could evolve without prejudice, he said, they 
would be able to communicate more effectively as adults.
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